Licensure, competence, and manpower distribution. A follow-up study of foreign medical graduates.
Medical statistics report United States medical graduates licensed at higher rates than foreign medical graduates. This difference is often interpreted to show greater medical competence of United States graduates. This study questions this interpretation by analyzing 1971 licensure rates for both groups who had been interns and residents in 1963. We found that factors unrelated to competence--namely, visa-citizenship status and state of examination--are associated with holding a license. Moreover, quality of medical education is not an accurate predictor of licensure. It follows that the use of licensure rates as measures of medical competence distorts understanding of the quality of medical care in the United States. More probably, the difficulties in obtaining medical licensure experienced by foreign graduates result from the use of such graduates to relieve specific medical-manpower shortages.